
Melville and Area
Thank you for considering the associate pastor position at 

Melville Baptist Church and for your desire to learn more about 
both the church and the community. Though Melville and 
communities like it across North America do not have the same 
pull as major urban centres; though you might have to look up such 
places on a map or even wonder if anything good can come from 
Melville, these are places where God is at work and places to which 
God is calling his people to join him in being a blessing to their 
neighbours and world. It has occasionally been said “that every 
small church is trying to be big and every big church is trying to be 
small.” Perhaps the same could be said of places. Many of the 
things that a person has to work at very deliberately in an urban 
centre such as, building a sense of community or even simply 
getting to know people happen more naturally, if not perfectly in a 
smaller community. You are likely to see familiar faces at the post 
office and grocery store and you should be prepared for ministry to 
happen in such places as well! Ministry in small places is rewarding 
and different.

�1

Community and Congregation 
Profiles
Melville Baptist Church



None of this is to suggest that Melville or any other small 
place is a one dimensional “Mayberry”. Melville is more than a map 
dot. There are many First Nations communities in the area, along 
with families who trace their roots to European settlers who came 
to farm. More recently immigrants have arrived from Europe, 
Africa and Asia with the most significant numbers coming from 
the Philippines. With a population of 4,562 and a trading area 
population of 17,000 Melville is home to many of the services that 
people in the region require. Melville is perhaps best understood as 
part of a group of small communities. In Melville our neighbours 
are the people who live across the street and across town and the 
people who come in from surrounding farms and towns to do 
business and play. There are grocery and retail stores, hotels and 
restaurants. Canadian National (Freight Railway) and 
Saskatchewan Crop Insurance Corporation employ a significant 
number of people in Melville. Of course, being located on the 
Canadian prairies means the agriculture sector is the heartbeat of 
the local economy. Farms in the area produce both grain and 
livestock. 

Services available in Melville include St. Peter’s Hospital– a 
30 bed facility, St. Paul’s Lutheran Home– a long term care facility 
with 128 beds, and schools. There are three elementary schools in 
Melville: Miller (K-4), Davison (K-6), St. Henry’s Elementary (K-5). 
As well as St. Henry’s Elementary, Christ the Teacher Catholic 
Schools operates St. Henry’s Senior School (6-9). Both schools 
offer a French immersion program. Students from Grade 7-12 
attend Melville Comprehensive School, with students from the 
Catholic schools entering the public system in Grade 10. As an 
official “comprehensive” school MCS maintains both academic and 
trade oriented programs for high school students. It is home to 
approximately 360 students. Parkland College, a regional college 
with its main campus 43 km Northwest in Yorkton also operates 
out of the Melville Comprehensive School building. 

Due to the number of children and youth who participate 
in minor hockey and the presence of the Melville Millionaires 
Junior A Hockey Club the rink is an important centre in the 
community. It is a place for cheering on the “Mils” and for visiting 
with friends and neighbours. In the summer the attention of many 
moves from the rink to the ball diamond both to play minor ball 
and to cheer on the baseball Millionaires who play in the Western 
Canadian Baseball League– a collegiate summer baseball league. 
One of the busiest times for businesses in town is during the 
annual minor ball tournament that hosts approximately 50 teams. 
Outside of ball and hockey many people participate in the Melville 
Dance Association, Free My Muse Theatre Company, Full Quiver 
Family Archery, Melville Art Club, Melville Golf and Country 
Club, bowling alley and spend time at the curling rink. 

With the exception of a Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses all the places of worship in Melville belong to the 
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The Horizon Credit Union Centre is home 
to the Junior A Mils Hockey Club, Minor 
Hockey and many community events.  

Campsites, trails, ball diamonds and a 
swimming pool are among the attractions 
at Melville Regional Park.



Christian tradition. Despite differences in belief and practices the 
churches in Melville seek to work together in the Melville 
Association of Christian Churches. Clerical and lay representatives 
from Melville’s 12 churches meet together regularly and seek 
opportunities where they can reach out together. Together these 
churches host a monthly community supper for anyone who wishes 
to attend, provide ecumenical services at St. Peter’s Hospital and 
Caleb Village Retirement Community and seek to provide support 
to the Melville and District Food Bank

Melville Baptist Church
 Melville Baptist Church traces its roots back to a small 
group of German immigrants who in 1907 founded what was then 
known as the Beaverhills Baptist Church. The congregation met in 
members’ homes until a church building was constructed in the 
community of Fenwood in 1920. Nearly forty years later in 1959 
this same congregation, now known as Fenwood Baptist Church, 
planted a church in the larger community of Melville. By 1963 the 
church in Melville was firmly established and dedicated a building 
they had constructed at a cost of $60,000 and a considerable 
amount of sweat from the 117 church members. The courageous 
move to plant a church in Melville proved a wise one as well. The 
community of Fenwood was in decline while Melville was growing. 
By 1970 the community of Fenwood could no longer support a 
church and all remaining memberships were transferred to the 
Melville Baptist Church. Happily a few of those members are still a 
part of the congregation nearly 50 years later!

We are glad to stand on the foundation that faithful men 
and women have built. As a congregation we seek to honour them 
by emulating their faithfulness, if not their style. The church is 
driven forward by a desire to reach our community with the gospel 
and we have discovered that sometimes that means letting go of 
our traditions. Because our congregation is geographically 
scattered– some members drive close to an hour to worship on 
Sunday mornings, much of that outreach happens in quiet and 
personal ways rather than through organized events. If you want to 
hear how Melville Baptist Church is sharing the gospel, you need 
to listen to the stories that congregants tell about interactions with 
their neighbours. This makes the times we spend together for 
worship, prayer and study important moments of equipping. We 
also work together to reach out in a number of ways such as 
hosting block parties, presenting a walk-thru nativity, and showing 
movies at the local theatre. Our most consistent forms of outreach 
have also been the most traditional. Most notably the church has 
attracted a number of families through Vacation Bible School, 
Sunday School and Youth Ministry. These ministries are carried on 
because we see both a need and an opportunity in our community. 
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A member of Melville Baptist Church 
along with some of the children at Chain 
of Love in Brazil. As part of the North 
American Baptist Conference, Melville 
Baptist church supports the ministry of 
Chain of Love.  

Singing and dancing at Vacation Bible 
School.  



We are thankful that there are unchurched children and youth who 
take part in all of these programs! Because of the number of 
children and youth in the church, Melville Baptist Church has 
natural ties to the schools and we seek to be a blessing there by 
providing school lunches, gym shoes and warm clothes at the 
request of the schools. The church also works closely with Good 
Spirit Bible Camp. Located approximately an hour north of 
Melville, Good Spirit Bible Camp is operated by the Saskatchewan 
Baptist Association. 

On Sunday mornings the congregation numbers 
approximately 100 people. Our worship style, or more accurately 
the style of music varies from week to week depending on who is 
leading on a particular Sunday. The people of Melville Baptist 
Church reflect some of the diversity that is present in our 
community, both in cultural backgrounds and in the jobs we spend 
our weeks at. Out of this diversity we come together regularly to 
worship God and hear from him through Scripture. For this reason 
the sermon remains a central part of our worship.

Of course, no number of words could adequately describe 
any of God’s unique local churches. The best thing you can do is 
come and see. You will find a place that is full of life and joy!  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Pastor Jon Pettinger teaching at Odessa 
Theological Seminary, Ukraine.   
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